Ms. Mackenzie’s English 10 Syllabus

EmilyMackenzie@cusd.com • http://cehsmackenzie.weebly.com


COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this course, students will improve their literacy skills through the comprehension and analysis of a variety of literary and expository texts. Students will learn to analyze and evaluate literature of all genres, generate their own written pieces, and participate in academic discussions and classroom presentations. In order to be successful in this English course, students must come to class with the desire to learn, and the willingness to put forth their best efforts. 

The majority of reading will come from both novels and California Collections textbook/anthology, while other selections will include excerpts from newspapers, magazines, websites, and poetry collections as deemed appropriate by the instructor. Novels will include: To Kill a Mockingbird, Fahrenheit 451 and Macbeth.  Additional novels may be selected by the teacher or/and student.  Students will improve their reading comprehension skills through direct instruction, group and individual-practice, and a variety of classroom activities. Writing, speaking, grammar and vocabulary will be included in various reading units. 
Coupled with various readings, when time allows, students will have at least one opportunity to view an educational movie.  By signing the syllabus, you give your permission for your child to participate in the viewing of material rated G/PG/PG-13.  These videos include movies of novels read in class available from the CEHS Library and are for instructional purposes only.  If for any reason you do not want your child to participate, please do not check the box above your signature on the student information sheet.  The selections are listed below.
To Kill a Mockingbird 

Based on Harper Lee's Pulitzer Prize winning book of 1961. Atticus Finch is a lawyer in a racially divided Alabama town in the 1930s. He agrees to defend a young black man who is accused of raping a white woman. Many of the townspeople try to get Atticus to pull out of the trial, but he decides to go ahead. How will the trial turn out - and will it change any of the racial tension in the town? Not Yet Rated; mature content. 
Macbeth
BBC television release entitled "A Performance of Macbeth". Set on a simple stage, this movie largely duplicates the experience of seeing the play. The performances by McKellen and Dench are riveting and help students understand the complex issues raised by Shakespeare's play. 

ASSIGNMENT POLICY
1. All assignments must have a proper heading (first/last name, period)
2. Most formal writing assignments will be typed.  If a student does not have access to a computer at home, he or she can use the library computers before and after school and at lunch time.  
3. Typed documents must be in MLA format (double-spaced, typed in a reader-friendly font (size 12), printed in black ink, and titled, with one inch margins).  Students will receive additional resources on the specifics.
4. For handwritten assignments writing should be legible in dark pencil, or ink. If I cannot read it, I cannot grade it.
5. Assignments may be turned in no later than two weeks after the original deadline for up to half credit (70% of the total points the assignment is worth).

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP WORK
Your attendance is directly related to your success in this class.  If you are absent for a legitimate reason, your first priority should be to obtain and complete any work missed immediately.  Remember, the valuable information you miss in class through instruction and group discussions cannot be made up.

1. Please let the office know as soon as possible when a student will be absent for a long period of time, so work can be given in advance. 

2. Absences do not excuse students from turning in their assignments.  You are responsible for missed work. 

3. Work that was assigned prior to your absence is due upon your return.  Please write ABSENT and DATE(s) you were absent at the top of your assignment.  Absentees have the number of absent days to make up and turn in any missed work.  Students who are present before a test/assignment day and then absent on the day of the test/assignment should take the test/turn in the assignment on the day of their return.

4. Every student must realize that an absence the day before a previously announced test/assignment will NOT excuse him/her from taking the test or turning in the assignment.
5. If students are absent for any reason, there is a binder at the front of the class with a monthly schedule, directions for assignments and extra copies of any handouts.  This information is also available on the class website if the student would like to access it from home.  
6. It is the students’ responsibility to get any work they missed.  The teacher will not remind them to do so. 
PARTICIPATION
Participation is a very important part of the student’s grade.  They are required to be active participants in all class discussions and activities.  Students are also expected to come to class prepared, having read any assigned stories, chapters or assignments and be prepared to discuss them.  
GRADING CRITERIA
Students will be graded on the following:  Essays, in class work, journals, daily assignments, quizzes/tests, and other work as assigned.  If a student tries their best and turns in something, they cannot get anything lower than a 50%.  If they turn in absolutely NOTHING, then a zero will be used.  No extra credit assignments will be offered during the school year.  Grades are computed using the standard scale as determined by the English Department:
100-98% = A+

97-94% = A

92-90% = A-

89-88% = B+

87-84% = B

82-80% = B-

79-78% = C+

77-74% = C

72-70% = C-

69-68% = D+

67-64% = D

62-60% = D-

59-50% = F
MANDATORY TOUCHSTONE ASSIGNMENTS

10th grade and the English department are instituting Touchstone assignments into the curriculum.  Touchstone assignments are major assignments that are the culmination of our lesson plans and units and serve as summative assessments.  All touchstone assignments must be completed, if they are not, it will result in an Incomplete on the corresponding semester grade.  These will be worked on in class.  The average grades on these assignments will largely dictate their overall semester grade.  There will be two touchstone assignments each semester, for a total of four.
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR AND CONDUCT

1. Students are expected to be in their assigned seats and ready to work when the bell rings.

2. Students are expected to bring class materials every day. 
3. Be respectful to everyone (Profanity and crude language is not acceptable).
4. Follow directions and use class time working or participating in assigned learning activities.
5. Snacks/drinks are allowed.  If trash/messes become an issue, classes will lose the privilege.
6. Be in dress code. Remove hats, hoods, and sunglasses before entering the room. 
7. No cell phones or mp3 players.  Students caught using them will be sent to the SRC per school policy.
Any behavior problems will be handled as stated in the student handbook handed out at registration. 
RECOMMENDED MATERIALS
Binder (used for all classes) 


Pencils
Subject dividers




Lined Paper

Blue or black ink pens 



Highlighters
 Note:  If a student cannot afford the purchase the recommended materials, the student should contact their teacher at the beginning of the school year and materials will be provided.
GOOGLE APPS FOR CUSD STUDENTS
Students are expected to use their CUSD Google Apps account for their assignments requiring word processing and PowerPoint.  An account is already set up for CUSD students.  
CHEATING/PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism means copying someone else’s writing and/or ideas and turning it in as your own original work.  This includes copying from a friend’s paper, books, newspapers, magazines, on-line sources, or any other print sources. Cheating and plagiarism are serious breaches of ethics and trust and I may use one of many plagiarism detection services if I suspect plagiarism. Penalties range from receiving no credit for the assignment to referral to Administration.  This policy applies to all assignments, not just essays.
COMMUNICATION AND ADDITIONAL HELP
If you don’t understand an assignment or you’re falling behind, you need to talk to me. Do not wait until the end of the grading period. Email is the best method of contact, as it allows me to get back to you if I have a few minutes free during the day and does not interrupt class.  I encourage students to communicate by email as well.  I do not always check my email after about 5pm or on weekends, so do not wait until the last minute to email.  If at any time students need assistance on any project or assignment, they are more than welcome to come in Wednesdays at lunch, or arrange a time in advance.  These are also the days/times they can come in to make up tests, quizzes, etc.
WEBSITE

I do have a class website that I try to update as often as possible.  I post the monthly calendar of assignments and handouts, etc. similar to the absent work binders.  Not every assignment is posted, but I do try to upload the larger projects.  There are also many resources for writing, MLA format, and literary terms.  The address is:  http://cehsmackenzie.weebly.com
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REMIND 101 APP
Students receive 5 points extra credit for signing up for the remind app within the first 3 weeks of school.  (Points don’t multiply if parents sign up too, although you are more than welcome to!).  Please be sure to sign up with your first and last name so I can be sure you get your extra credit.
The Clovis Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, disability, or national origin in admission or access to and treatment of employment in its programs and activities as required by Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504.  Complaints:  Contact Mr. Barry Jager, Human Resources, (559) 327-9308.
Favor de llamar a la oficina para asistencia en español.
Thov tiv tauj peb lub hoob kas yog xav tau kev pab nrog lus Hmoob.
